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This summer marked the beginning of the 2022/2023 academic year for The Executive Programs 
Office and brought along many changes and exciting announcements. As you are all aware, Dr. 
Leah Vriesman accepted a new role as Associate Dean for Academic and Faculty Affairs at UCLA 
Extension. While we are excited for her new undertaking, she is going to be greatly missed. We 
can’t thank her enough for her leadership over the years and are fortunate she will continue to 
teach and stay involved in both our EMPH and MHA degree programs. Leah’s departure, as sad 
as it is, offered the opportunity for the Executive Programs to bring in two new Program Directors.

On July 1, 2022, the Executive Programs welcomed Dr. Julie Elginer as the 4th Program Director of 
the Executive MPH (EMPH) Program. Julie is an Assistant Professor in the HPM Department and 
a recognized leader in advocacy and health policy issues. She has over a decade of experience 
in various finance, marketing and strategy roles and is known for developing transferrable skills-
based courses with her hallmark compassion for whole person development. She brings a fresh, 
unique perspective to the program and has an energy that is hard to match. Her dedication to 
teaching is undeniable and our EMPH students are so lucky to have her as their new Program 
Director and faculty advisor. 
 
We are also thrilled to announce Dr. Laura Erskine as the new MHA Program Director as of 
September 1, 2022. Laura is a familiar face to many of you as she has been the day MPH 
Program Director for 9 years and has taught in both the EMPH and MHA programs. She is 
also the Co-Director of the UCLA Center for Healthcare Management, which brings together 
academic researchers, students, seasoned executives and practitioners to advance healthcare 
management. As a teacher, Laura uses real world examples and experiential activities to help 
students develop their decision-making and problem-solving skills and she is able to highlight 
theories and concepts with personal examples from her background in strategic consulting, 
entrepreneurial activities, and field-based research. 
 
The Executive Programs Office has the unique honor of having the best of both worlds with 
our two professional programs. With the EMPH, we have the knowledge and experience of 
running a meaningful, successful, academic program and the track record to prove it. On the 
last weekend in August, the EMPH program had the first fall class session of its 26th year where 
we were all excited to be fully back on campus and meeting every other weekend in person. In 
contrast, with the MHA, we have had the opportunity of being leaders of online learning initiatives 
at UCLA to address the ever-changing needs of students by offering an alternative curriculum 
delivery model. Our MHA program celebrated its one-year anniversary in July, where we have 
now welcomed 102 new students into our Executive Programs family.

A big thank you to our faculty and students in both programs for persevering through these very 
challenging last few years. We do what we do for you, but we couldn’t do it without you.

Wishing you all a productive and successful academic year!



Dr. Julie Elginer

What’s New in Exec HPM Programs?
Executive Master of 
Public Health

Master of Healthcare 
Administration

“It’s an honor to serve as the fourth Director in 
the history of the EMPH program. It’s particularly 
meaningful because my journey at UCLA began 
in 2007 as an EMPH student. As a department 

faculty and alumna, I care deeply about advancing 
our HPM Exec Programs. I bring fresh energy 

and ideas to this role, committed to increasing our 
visibility, reviving partnerships with employers, 

investing in professional development and 
providing growth opportunities for our faculty 
to hone their best-in-class teaching. Together 
we will build on the EMPH Program’s 26 year 

history to meet the evolving needs of our diverse 
stakeholders. Let’s have coffee or lunch!  Let me 

know how you would like join our efforts.”

Dr. Laura Erskine

“I am excited to join the Executive 
Programs team and guide the 

development of the online MHA. This 
program is only a year old and already 

outpacing expectations. As the new 
Director, I will be able to implement some 
of the ideas I’ve developed in the MPH 
program to this new degree and new 

format. If you are interested in learning 
more about the MHA or getting involved, 

please contact me.”

Welcome our new Academic Program Directors!

Staff Updates

The Executive Programs Office welcomed 
MHA Program Coordinator, Jenna 

Mendoza, to the team in October of 2021. 
Jenna has been a pivotal member of the 

team and a key contributor to the success 
of the newly launched MHA Program.

Jenna Mendoza

EMPH & MHA: A Brief Comparison

Julie Carafelli Emily Lee

Shortly after graduating from the EMPH 
Program in 2021, Julie took on the role 
of Assistant Director of the Executive 

Programs. She’s been vital to the 
developement and launch of the MHA 
Program and her student perspective 

has made a postivie impact on the EMPH 
Program as well.

After a year and 1/2 with the Executive 
Programs, first as Program Coordinator, 
then as Student Services Advisor, we will 
say goodbye to Emily Lee as she moves 

on to pursue new endeavors. We are 
grateful for the value she has brought to 
the programs and students and wish her 

the best of luck on her next chapter.

The Executive Programs Office is 
currently looking for an Office Coordinator 

to support both the EMPH and MHA 
Programs. This is a limited position 

with potential for permanency. If you or 
someone you know is interested, please 

reach out to Kyle Sullivan 
(ksullivan@ph.ucla.edu).Office Coordinator

If you or someone you know is interested in the open SAO position for the EMPH Program, please apply within: 
https://hr.mycareer.ucla.edu/

Requisition #37146

mailto:ksullivan@ph.ucla.edu
https://hr.mycareer.ucla.edu/


Congratulations to the UCLA EMPH Class of 2022!

From top to bottom, left to right: Bi Mo, Kevin Wichaya, Noel Franco, Katie Payne, Deborah Chiou, Kyle Horne, Kunal 
Wahi, Talia Friedman, Gerardo Arana del Rio, Alisa Lazaryev, Gene Hui, Erin Quinn, Candice Sakellariou, Jennifer 

Lehmann, Michelle Johnson, Bianca Natt, Katrina Eagilen, Anne Crowe, Melinda Martinez, Gladys Espinoza, Jessica 
Thies, Veronica Mota, Forouzan Sabzevar, Mary Urzua, Vivian Tang, Josyel Castellon

EMPH 2022 Graduates

Our EMPH Class of 2022 perservered through their two-year journey filled with challenges, changes, and adjustments on top of an 
already intense, rigorous program. Together they triumphed and built lifelong bonds along the way. 

We are so very proud of you and know you will all go on to be strong, influential leaders in the field of Public Health.

Congratulations and best of luck to you all!



EMPH 2022 Award Recipients
Congratulations to the 2022 Sinaiko Business Plan Awardees!

Josyel Castellon, Talia Friedman, and Katie Payne
Project Green Ambulance

The EMPH Program incorporates integrated knowledge, creativity, and applied skills by asking students to create a business plan in 
the middle of their second year. The final deliverables, a written plan and an oral presentation, are attributed to three courses as a 
comprehensive assessment: Strategic Policy & Management, Healthcare Marketing, and Healthcare Finance. 

Congratulations to this year’s awardees on a well-deserved win!!

2022 Fellowship Awardees

Ann Quealy
Awardee

Jessica Thies

Levin-Gordon Leadership 
Awardee

Kyle Horne

Lee Thomassen Healthcare 
Finance Awardee

Talia Freedman

The Levin-Gordon Executive MPH 
Fellowship provides a

scholarship for a promising second 
year student in the EMPH Program 
based on academic achievement. 

In consultation with program faculty, 
Kyle was chosen among many 

outstanding peers for his exceptional 
work, leadership, and demeanor 

during his first year in the program. 
Congratulations on receiving this 

prestigious award, Kyle!

The Lee Thomassen Healthcare 
Finance Fellowship provides 
a scholarship for a returning 

Year 2 EMPH student who has 
demonstrated exceptional skills in 

accounting and finance coursework. 
In consultation with program faculty, 

Talia was chosen among many 
outstanding peers for her exceptional 
work in accounting, and her promise 
of success in financial management. 
Congratulations on a well-deserved 

award, Talia!

One recipient is carefully chosen 
each year by their cohort peers 

for the Ann G. Quealy Memorial 
Fellowship Endowment Award 
based on overall achievement, 
concern for others, humor, and 

a desire to reach his/her highest 
potential in life while bringing out the 
best in others. Congratulations to this 
year’s awardee! Thank you for your 

positive contributions to the culture of 
the HPM Department and the EMPH 

Program!

2022 Honor Society Members

Upsilon Phi Delta AwardeesDelta Omega Awardees

Delta Omega is the national scholastic honorary society 
established to recognize scholarship devotion to public health 
principles and outstanding service in public health. Recipients 

are carefully chosen each year based on academic standing and 
real or potential qualities of leadership in public health.

Katrina
Eagilen

Talia
Freidman

Bi
Mo

Bianca Natt Mary Urzua

Upsilon Phi Delta is the National Honor Society for Health Care 
Management recognized by health administration professionals 
and academic institutions. Recipients are carefully chosen each 
year based on academic standing and overall achievement in 

the management field.

Deborah
Chiou

Noel
Franco

Jennifer
Lehmann

Melinda Martinez Katie Payne



EMPH Class of 2023 & 2024

Welcome Year 1s and Welcome Back Year 2s!

We are proud to welcome back the EMPH 
Class of 2023!

During a time when many of our healthcare 
workers were on the front line fighting COVID-19, 
these students committed to furthering their 
education to become leaders in the public health 
workforce. These unique professionals bring a 
tremendous amount of theoretical and practical 
value to the EMPH program, and we are thrilled 
to have them back for their second year!

We are thrilled to welcome the EMPH 
Class of 2024!

The EMPH Class of 2024 is small, but mighty! 
These 12 students come from diverse 
backgrounds ranging from physician to research 
associate to ACFO. Congratulations on taking 
this major step in your life and we look forward 
to guiding you through your journey in the EMPH 
Program!



Master of Healthcare Administration
Since its July 2021 launch, the online Master of Healthcare Administration Program has welcomed over 100 

students, with over 30 more begining their journey this upcoming Fall 2022.

Created specifically to address the challenges faced by administrators in healthcare organizations, the Master 
of Healthcare Administration Program draws concepts from the disciplines of business, finance, marketing, 
data analytics and organizational behavior. The online MHA offers four starts per year and courses in the 

program feature a combination of asynchronous activities, such as lecture videos and readings, and weekly, 
one-hour live sessions with peers and faculty. Two required on-campus immersions and a capstone project 
provide hands-on experience and networking opportunities. Professionals can take advantage of this online 

program’s flexibility to continue working full time while preparing to advance their careers in a rapidly growing 
field.

We are ecstatic that the MHA Program has exceeded our expectations and proud of the early success it’s 
already achieved. Thank you to our dedicated course developers, faculty, staff and students for all you do to 

make it thrive.  

“What excites me the most about being an MHA student is that I know I am getting the 
foundation that I need for the healthcare careers that I want in the future.”

Ankit Kapoor
Senior Director, Customer Success
Andor Health

“Attending school and working full time is an adjustment. I needed to get more 
organized in regards to creating a schedule for school and having designated time to 
focus on only schoolwork. It is really about balance and managing your time wisely.”

Maria Estrada
Senior Project Manager, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA,

“The classes have been a lot of work, but beyond fascinating, and I love that 
they are directly applicable to my role.”

Monique Trinh
Quality Program Manager for Pathology & Laboratory Medicine
UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine

“Interacting with my peers, faculty and alumni from the program thus far has really opened my 
eyes to the culture of openness and the nurturing behavior of the faculty. They really want you to 
grow, and they are willing to go out of their way to connect you with someone who is able to get 
you to where you want to be in the future.”

Jamie Pham
Administrative Assistant II

Hear From the Students!



MHA On-Campus Immersions

Follow us for the latest news in Executive Programs in HPM

Alumni and Current Students

Save the Date!

The UCLA Fielding School of Public Health
Health Policy and Management 

MPH, Exec HPM and Alumni Association

Annual Alumni Mixer
 
 

October 21, 2022

MHA students are required to complete two immersions. The on-campus immersions are opportunities for 
students to meet their peers and connect with the MHA faculty and other healthcare professionals, all in person 

at the UCLA campus.

Immersion 1, completed in the first year of the program, focuses on professional development and project 
management. Immersion 2 takes place in the second year and prepares students for their capstone project. 

The two on-campus immersions are also excellent networking opportunities with the first immersion specifically 
centered on professional development. Students come together with their classmates and faculty for a full 

weekend of activities and leave with stronger connections and an expanded network.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/uclaemph/
https://www.instagram.com/uclaexechpm/
https://www.facebook.com/uclaemph

